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LawWorks and Attorney General Student Awards 2019
Information for nominations
The thirteenth annual LawWorks and Attorney General Student Awards will be celebrated at an awards ceremony on Wednesday 1st May in the House of Commons.
Hosted by the Attorney General, the Rt Hon Geoffrey Cox MP QC, the awards celebrate the best pro bono activities undertaken by law students and law schools.  The awards incorporate the Access to Justice Foundation award for an educational body or student which has made a significant contribution to promoting access to justice. The winners of the Advocate and LawWorks Law School Challenge 2018 – 2019 will also be presented with an award at the event.
The Awards will celebrate the best pro bono activities undertaken by law students and law schools, and the positive impact that those activities have had on those who have been assisted.  To recognise the contribution that technology makes in improving access to justice and the delivery of pro bono we have added a new category for ‘Best LegalTech Contribution’.
We would like to hear about those people and projects that have made a real impact in the past year at your law school. In response to the award categories listed below, please nominate any person or group that has, in your view, carried out fantastic pro bono work and made a valuable contribution. 
The categories for the 2019 awards are:
· Best New Pro Bono Activity
· Best LegalTech Contribution 
· Best Contribution by an Individual Student
· Best Contribution by a Law School (Undergraduate and Postgraduate institutions)
· Best Contribution by a Team of Students
How to nominate
Any law school or individual can nominate itself or others for one or more of the categories listed. If you would like to nominate for more than one category, please complete a separate form for each nomination. 
Please complete the nomination form on the LawWorks website. 
Where relevant, up to two supporting documents may be submitted with the nomination form (each limited to 500 words). The sort of documents that may be useful are references from other parties involved, letters of thanks and any other documents that provide further insight into the activity carried out.  
Please note that we might need to contact you if we need anything clarified, so please ensure that your contact details are included. 
The deadline for submission of nomination forms is midnight on 18th March 2019.  
Please note that we are unable to accept late entries.  
Awards criteria
All nominations should try and satisfy the following criteria:
· Participation: There must have been actual participation by the nominee(s) in at least one pro bono activity.  
· Pro bono protocol: The pro bono work must have been carried out (as applicable) in line with the Pro Bono Protocol.
· Quality and impact: You should provide information on the quality of the legal pro bono work done and the impact that it has had on those who have been assisted, accepting that a student may not necessarily have the depth of involvement or experience that a practitioner might have.
· Legal advice clinic: If your nomination includes reference to a legal advice clinic, we ask that the clinic is a member of the LawWorks Clinics Network (or joins the Network by 18th March 2019).  
· Commitment and innovation: Student and law school involvement will be assessed for personal commitment and innovation involved in the project.
· Qualifying period: Activities must have been carried out substantially during the 16 months running up to the 18th March 2019 nomination deadline.

Other related pro bono work (in the UK or international) can also be referred to as supporting evidence of a nominee’s performance, but it is not crucial.  
All nomination material remains confidential between LawWorks and the panel of independent judges. The description and impact of the pro bono activities may however be used in the event programme, website, press release, etc.
Nomination categories:
Best New Pro Bono Activity
In the case of the Best New Pro Bono Activity, the activity must not have been in operation earlier than the 1st September 2017. For this category we are looking for the same criteria as the ‘Best Contribution by a Law School’ (below), however, for this award the judges will also look for any innovative aspects of the project or activity.  
Best LegalTech contribution
This new award for best LegalTech contribution is for a student, group of students or Law School who have developed the use of technology in a clinical legal environment or to support access to justice. Please illustrate on the nomination form how your LegalTech project is relevant to the context of pro bono, clinics and access to justice.


Best Contribution by a Law Student 
Please outline why you or the student you have nominated has made an outstanding contribution to pro bono. Please illustrate what project or projects the individual student has been involved with and the impact of the work undertaken.
Best Contribution by a Law School (Undergraduate or Postgraduate) 
The award for Best Contribution by a Law School is assessed on a number of factors, including the scale of need addressed by the law school’s activity and the impact of the project or activity.
Nominations for this award should, therefore include reference to:
· Number of law students: how many have been involved in pro bono activity?
· Public need or issue being addressed;
· Degree of support: the degree of support which the law school provides to pro bono activities (for example by way of funding and/or other resources); and
· Partnership: the extent to which partnerships have been formed (for example with local lawyers, community groups or other similar organisations or law schools).
Best Contribution by a Team of Students
Please illustrate why your team or the team you are nominating has made an outstanding contribution to pro bono.  Please illustrate on the nomination form the personal commitment of the nominated team members, the social impact of the project; and the extent to which the work was particularly innovative or is especially deserving of recognition. 
Top tips for nominations
· Do include a client case study (if possible) to illustrate the impact of the pro bono activity would be helpful (You will need the permission of the client to use their story but please use pseudonyms if needed). There are examples of case studies on our website.
· Do consider including quotes, testimonials, press cuttings, photos, videos or any other documentation which you think may support your nomination. 
· Do try to show the need for your project(s) and the impact they have had.  It is important to remember that the Judges may have no prior knowledge about the project; therefore it is vital that you successfully outline the project’s broader objectives and the context.
· Do not keep your nomination to yourself!  In our experience, the better nominations are the ones which have had a collaboration of students and staff contributing to them.
· Do not leave your nominations to the very last minute!  Supporting evidence may take days or weeks to gather, so it is important to start early.
Judging and the awards ceremony
All of the short-listed nominees will be invited to attend the Awards ceremony at the House of Commons on 1st May 2019, 4.00pm – 6.00pm (due to capacity at the venue, there may be a limit on the total number able to attend on behalf of any nominated law school or team).
We are delighted that the Attorney General, The Rt Hon Geoffrey Cox QC MP, will be presenting the Awards and that the ceremony will be hosted by His Honour Sir Robin Knowles CBE. 
The judges for the 2019 Awards are:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Christina Blacklaws, President, Law Society
· Peter Farr, Trustee, CILEx Pro Bono Trust
· James Harper, Executive Sponsor, Rule of Law and CSR for LexisNexis UK & Ireland
· Joshua Richman, Senior editor, LawCareers.Net
· Leanne Targett-Parker, Chair, Bar Council Pro Bono Committee
Get in touch
If you have a question about the awards, please contact:
· Peter Jackson, Communications Officer, 020 7092 3952, or
· James Sandbach, Director of Policy and External Affairs, 020 7092 3943
We look forward to receiving your nominations!
The LawWorks and Attorney General's Student Pro Bono Awards are sponsored by:
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